
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E999June 14, 2000
So let us support music education because
music is essential. And let us commend music
teachers across the country for the key roles
they play in helping our children succeed in
school and throughout life.
f
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Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to salute and pay tribute to a great
American, Earl T. Shinhoster. A 35 year vet-
eran leader of the NAACP, a devoted husband
and father, Earl Shinhoster was my friend and
my brother. He had a distinguished career of
service to the public and to the community
which I serve in particular. Indeed, it is as a
result of his tireless work for voter education
and to ensure voter participation that many of
us are here today.

Earl cared. He really cared. He cared about
voter education and voter participation. He
cared about human rights and civil rights. He
cared about Africa and Africans. He cared
about being empowered and empowering oth-
ers. He cared about equal access and equal
opportunity.

He just wanted things to be fair. And, he
was always looking for creative ways to break
down the barriers that separate us, to make
things fair.

Earl Shinhoster was Southeast Regional Di-
rector of the NAACP for 17 years and served
as Acting Executive Director and CEO of the
organization from 1995 to 1996.

Earl was so energetic, so engaging, so
dedicated and so committed. His eyes were
always on the prize. He will be sorely missed.
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Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today,
on Flag Day, to pay tribute to the American
flag, our most cherished symbol of freedom
and democracy.

‘‘Old Glory’’ has stood as a symbol of our
patriotic resolve through times of peace and
war. The earliest version of the American flag
was carried at the battle of Saratoga in my
district, which was the turning point of the
Revolutionary War. The flag has symbolized
our democratic ideals on hundreds of battle-
fields since Saratoga. It inspired great Ameri-
cans in places like Gettysburg, San Juan Hill,
Iwo Jima, Inchon, Saigon, Kuwait City, and
countless other sites around the globe. Thou-
sands of Americans paid the ultimate sacrifice
to defend the ideals symbolized by this great
flag. Let us pause for a moment to recognize
their sacrifice and the flag they successfully
defended.

Today, our distinguished flag acts as an am-
bassador of liberty and opportunity to those
who suffer under oppressive regimes in far
away places. For those whose freedom has

been stripped away, the flag stands as a re-
minder of a compassionate ally. Our flag un-
deniably represents the supremacy of freedom
and democracy over oppression and tyranny.

The stars and stripes are the pre-eminent
symbol of the broad freedoms established by
our Constitution. It is yours and mind, and all
American’s to guard and protect . . . and to
respect.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in saluting our
glorious flag on Flag Day. God bless our flag
and this great Nation.
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, let it
be known, that it is with great respect for the
outstanding record of excellence he has com-
piled in academics, leadership and community
service, that I am proud to salute Matthew
VanWormer, winner of the 2000 LeGrand
Smith Scholarship. This award is made to
young adults who have demonstrated that
they are truly committed to playing important
roles in our Nation’s future.

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Matthew is being honored for dem-
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity
for human service that distinguished the late
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan.

Matthew is an exceptional student at Hills-
dale High School and possesses and impres-
sive high school record.

Matthew has received numerous awards for
his excellence in academics as well as his in-
volvement in the tennis team. Outside of
school, he is an active member of his church
community and a conscientious volunteer.

Therefore, I am proud to join with his many
admirers in extending my highest praise and
congratulations to Matthew VanWormer for his
selection as a winner of a LeGrand Smith
Scholarship. This honor is also a testament to
the parents, teachers, and others whose per-
sonal interest, strong support and active par-
ticipation contributed to his success. To this
remarkable young man, I extend my most
heartfelt good wishes for all his future endeav-
ors.
f
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Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to bring to your attention Jamie Renee
Hamilton, an eighth grader at Madison Middle
School in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Jamie
Renee designed a poster for our local Cam-
pus Crime Stoppers. She is helping to stop
crime in our schools. I have the Campus
Crime Stoppers poster hanging in my Albu-
querque office.

So often, the power of young people to
change our world is overlooked. Jamie Renee
stood up to make a change for the better in
schools and our community.

Mr. Speaker, the Congress is working hard
on school safety. Jamie Renee Hamilton is
working hard in my home of Albuquerque on
this very issue also. Please join me in hon-
oring the contributions by Jamie Renee Ham-
ilton to safety in our schools and in our com-
munity.
f
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Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, every day,

we are inundated by stories of how well the
United States’ economy is doing. We are told
that we have the lowest unemployment in dec-
ades, the longest-sustained growth in genera-
tions and record-breaking stock markets. But
our economy is hollow. There are many peo-
ple it is leaving behind; there are many pock-
ets of poverty and neglect. Our foundation is
not as complete and secure as we might think.
If we scratch the surface, we find people who
are truly hurting.

Last year the U.S. Department of Agriculture
released shocking statistics that showed 31
million Americans hungry or at risk of hun-
ger—one out of every nine people in this richly
blessed nation. That number has not dimin-
ished since 1995, despite our booming econ-
omy and the chimera of success many inter-
pret from the decreasing welfare rolls. This
sad state of affairs has been confirmed by re-
search of the U.S. Conference of Mayors,
America’s Second Harvest, Catholic Charities,
Tufts University and my own investigations.
More and more Americans are turning to
emergency food providers to stretch their fixed
incomes, meager salaries or ever-declining
public assistance benefits.

From June 1 to 3, I conducted my third do-
mestic fact-finding visit to communities
plagued by hunger in the past three years. I
focused on hunger in the Appalachian region
by returning to sites in southern Ohio I visited
in 1998 and then venturing into eastern Ken-
tucky and West Virginia at the invitation of
constituents whose roots are there. I was
joined for portions of the trip by my colleagues
Rep. TED STRICKLAND (OH–6th), Rep. BOB
WISE (WV–3rd), Ms. Joy Padgett, Director of
Ohio Governor Bob Taft’s Office of Appa-
lachia, Ohio State Representative Joe Sulzer,
and other state and local officials.

Our work was assisted by the Dayton-based
Our Common Heritage, the Ohio Association
of Second Harvest Food Banks, the Ohio
Food Policy & Anti-Poverty Action Center,
Southeastern Ohio Regional Food Center.
Senior citizen centers and other community
groups in Logan and McArthur, Ohio; Ashland
and Louisa, Kentucky; and Huntington, West
Virginia also lent us their help.

FINDINGS
EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE

The data on who is hungry in America were
confirmed by people who shared their stories
with me throughout the tour. The Southeastern
Ohio Regional Food Center in Logan, Ohio
and the Congressional Hunger Center’s Mick-
ey Leland Hunger Fellows recently conducted
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